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We are interested in the origins of the stereocontrol in C—C-bond-forming reactions, with
special emphasis on aldol and aldol-like reactions, thermal cycloadditions, and electrocyclic
reactions. We also combine experimental and computational methods to understand the
mechanisms of these transformations. We try to apply this information to the design and
synthesis of molecules of biological interest such as inhibitors of integrin-ligand interactions,
histone deacetylases, and DNA methyl transferases. More recently, we are extending this
combined methodology to the design and development of new chiral catalysts.
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The biggest challenge facing scientists 1S ... the molecular basis of conscious-

ness.

M y favorite quote is ... “Never publish faster than you think” (Prof. P. M. Etxenike).

When 1was eighteen I wanted to be ... a scientist, a painter, an architect... becoming a chemist was the

obvious choice.

The most significant historic event of the past 100 years was ... the discovery and development of
antibiotics, as well as the health system that made them available. Without this event, many of us would

not be here to think about it.

What I appreciate most about my friends is ... their patience and unconditional support.

M y favorite painters are ... Picasso, Magritte, Edward Hopper, Antonio Lépez...

My motto is ... Dignitatis memores ad optima intenti (Loose translation: Those who are aware of

their dignity try to do their best).
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